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1. Bidder's failure to acknowledge an amendment to 
an IFB was a minor informality or irregularity 
which could be waived or cured where the amend- 
ment had no effect on quantity, quality or 
delivery and would slightly decrease price if it 
affected it at all. 

2.  IFB specifically provided government's estimated 
weights and dimensions for evaluation of trans- 
portation costs and IFB specifically stated that 
such estimate would be used for evaluation pur- 
poses if the bidder failed to provide such 
information. Under these circumstances, GAO 
rejects bidder's claim that its omission of 
information on weight and dimensions should have 
been evaluated as an offer to transport items 
without cost to the government. 

3 .  Bidder's allegation that Air Force used 
unrealistic maximum guaranteed dimensions in IFB 
for evaluation of transportation costs is 
untimely where the objections were first raised 
after bid opening. 

4.  Contention that successful bidder provided 
inaccurate low guaranteed maximum shipping 
weight and dimensions will not affect propriety 
of award, even if allegations were correct. 
Practice of bidders intentionally using 
guaranteed shipping weight and dimensions which 
are less than actual weight and dimensions is 
considered a permissible alternative to reducing 
the price for  the procured item. 

Gentex Corporation (Gentex) protests the award of a 
contract to Scott Aviation (Scott) under invitation for 
bids (IFB) No. F41608-84-B-0142 issued by the San Antonio 
Air Logistics Center, Kelly Air Force Base, Texas. Gentex 
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c o n t e n d s  t h a t  i t  and  n o t  S c o t t  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  low r e s p o n s i v e  
b i d  unde r  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n .  Gentex  a l s o  c l a i m s  b i d  
p r e p a r a t i o n  costs. 

T h e  p r o t e s t  and t h e  c la im a r e  d e n i e d .  

Gentex  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  S c o t t ' s  b i d  s h o u l d  have been  
re jected a s  n o n r e s p o n s i v e  because Scot t  f a i l e d  to  acknowl- 
edge  p r i o r  to  b i d  o p e n i n g  i t s  r e c e i p t  o f  amendment 
N o .  0 0 0 1  t o  t h e  I F R .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Gentex  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  i t  
and n o t  Scot t  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  l o w  b i d  unde r  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n .  
I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  Gentex  o b j e c t s  t o  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  cos ts  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t  S c o t t  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  l o w  b i d .  

T h e  I F B  r e q u e s t e d  b i d s  on  a n  f .o.b.  o r i g i n  b a s i s  for  
2 6 , 1 2 0  oxygen m a s k  v a l v e  assemblies. 
from two companies--Gentex and Scott .  

W e  w i l l  f i r s t  c o n s i d e r  G e n t e x ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  
S c o t t ' s  b i d  was n o n r e s p o n s i v e  b e c a u s e  Scot t  had n o t  ack- 
nowledged r e c e i p t  o f  amendment N o .  0001 t o  t h e  IFB.  T h a t  
amendment made t w o  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n :  (1) i t  
comple t ed  t h e  " Q u a l i f i e d  P r o d u c t s  - End Items" clause by 
i n s e r t i n g  t h e  q u a l i f i e d  p r o d u c t s  l i s t  (QPL) number and by  
p r o v i d i n g  t h e  name and a d d r e s s  of t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  p r e p a r -  
i n g  a c t i v i t y  and ( 2 )  i t  changed  t h e  p a c k i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
f o r  t h e  v a l v e s  by  lowering t h e  r e q u i r e d  p a c k i n g  l e v e l  from 
"B" to  "C." T h e  a g e n c y  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  S c o t t ' s  f a i l u r e  to  
acknowledge  amendment No. 0001  p r i o r  t o  b i d  o p e n i n g  was a 
minor  i n f o r m a l i t y  or i r r e g u l a r i t y  which d i d  n o t  r e n d e r  
Sco t t ' s  b i d  n o n r e s p o n s i v e .  T h e  c h a n g e s  were found t o  have 
e i ther  n o  e f f e c t  o r  a n e g l i g i b l e  downward e f f e c t  o n  p r i c e  
and no e f f e c t  o n  q u a n t i t y ,  q u a l i t y ,  o r  d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e  
i t e m s  t o  b e  p r o v i d e d .  The agency  a d v i s e s  t h a t  s u b s e q u e n t  
t o  its d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t  S c o t t ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  acknowledge  
amendment N o .  0 0 0 1  w a s  o n l y  a minor  i n f o r m a l i t y  o r  
i r r e g u l a r i t y ,  i t  m a i l e d  S c o t t  a c o p y  o f  t h e  amendment. 
Scot t ,  which  a p p a r e n t l y  had n o t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  amendment 
p r i o r  t o  b i d  o p e n i n g ,  a g r e e d  to  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  
amendment. 

B i d s  were r e c e i v e d  

we agree w i t h  t h e  a g e n c y  t h a t  S c o t t ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  
acknowledge  amendment N o .  0001 d i d  n o t  a f f e c t  i ts  b i d ' s  
r e s p o n s i v e n e s s .  The f a i l u r e  o f  a b i d d e r  to  acknowledge  
r e c e i p t  o f  a n  amendment may b e  waived o r  a l l o w e d  t o  be  
c u r e d  by t h e  b i d d e r  where t h e  amendment h a s  e i ther  no  
e f f e c t  o r  m e r e l y  a n e g l i g i b l e  e f f e c t  o n  p r ice ,  q u a n t i t y ,  
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q u a l i t y ,  o r  d % l i v e r y  o f  t h e  i t e m  b i d  upon. 
A c q u i s i t i o n  R e g u l a t i o n  ( F A R ) ,  48 C.F.R. § 14.405 ( 1 9 8 4 ) .  
we b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c h a n g e s  made by  amendmen t  No. 0001 t o  
s e c t i o n  M - 1  o f  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  d i d  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  price,  
q u a n t i t y ,  q u a l i t y  or d e l i v e r y  of t h e  v a l v e s  c o n c e r n e d  s i n c e  
t h e  a g e n c y  a d v i s e s  t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  QPL 
was a l r e a d y  known t o  Sco t t ,  which  is a q u a l i f i e d  s o u r c e  for  
t h e  v a l v e .  Gen tex  does n o t  d i s p u t e  t h a t  S c o t t  is a 
q u a l i f i e d  s o u r c e  and h a s  n o t  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was known to  t h e  b i d d e r  e v e n  
i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  amendment. Gen tex ,  however ,  asserts 
t h a t  S c o t t ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  acknowledge  t h e  amendment r e n d e r e d  
S c o t t ' s  b i d  n o n r e s p o n s i v e  s i n c e  t h e  change  i n  t h e  p a c k i n g  
r e q u i r e m e n t  had a n  e f f e c t  o n  price.  A s  se t  f o r t h  above ,  
t h e  a g e n c y  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  c h a n g i n g  of t h e  p a c k i n g  
r e q u i r e m e n t  f rom l e v e l  "B" to  l e v e l  "C" would have  e i t h e r  
no  e f f e c t  on  p r i c e  o r  a n e g l i g i b l e  downward e f f e c t ,  s i n c e ,  
i n  some cases, t h e  lower l e v e l  of p a c k i n g  r e s u l t s  i n  a 
s l i g h t  decrease i n  price. Thus ,  t h e  a g e n c y  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  
Scot t ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  acknowledge  t h e  c h a n g e  i n  p a c k i n g  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  p r i o r  t o  b i d  o p e n i n g  was a minor  i n f o r m a l i t y  
o r  i r r e g u l a r i t y .  See FAR, 5 14.405. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  
f a i l u r e  o f  a low b i d d e r  t o  acknowledge  a n  amendment which  
merely r e s u l t s  i n  a decrease i n  t h e  cost  of p e r f o r m a n c e  
s h o u l d  b e  waived  a s  a m i n o r  i n f o r m a l i t y .  Conrad 
I n d u s t r i e s ,  I n c .  , B-213974.2, Aug. 7 ,  1984 ,  84-2 C.P.D. 
1 156. 

See Federal  

Gentex  a l so  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  i t  and  n o t  Scot t  s u b m i t t e d  
t h e  low b i d  u n d e r  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n .  The record shows t h a t  
Gentex  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  l o w  u n i t  price of $8.47 p e r  v a l v e  
w h i l e  S c o t t  b i d  a u n i t  p r i c e  o f  $8.50. However, upon 
e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  t w o  b i d s  by f a c t o r i n g  costs of t r a n s p o r t a -  
t i o n  of t h e  v a l v e s  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i e d  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  t h e  agency  
d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  S c o t t  had s u b m i t t e d  t h e  lower b i d  b y  a 
t o t a l  of $372.70. The a g e n c y ' s  e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  t w o  b i d s  
was a s  f o l l o w s :  

Gen tex  Sco t t  

T o t a l  price of v a l v e s  $221,236.40 $222,020.00 
add  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  costs  1 ,458 .53  302.23 

t o t a l  e v a l u a t e d  price $222,694.93 $222,322.23 

Gen tex  asserts t h a t  t h e  a g e n c y  a c t e d  i m p r o p e r l y  i n  
e v a l u a t i n g  i t s  b i d  by  a d d i n g  $1 ,458 .53  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
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cos t s  t o  i t s  b i d  p r i c e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  Gentex  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  
t h e  agency  e r r o n e o u s l y  added a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  cos t  o f  o n l y  
$302.23 t o  S c o t t ' s  b i d ,  a n  a m o u n t  which does n o t  a c c u r a t e l y  
r e f l e c t  t h e  c o s t s  o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e  v a l v e s .  

S e c t i o n  F-73 o f  t h e  IFB, e n t i t l e d  "Guaran teed  Maximum 
S h i p p i n g  Weigh t s  and Dimens ions ,"  p r o v i d e s  i n  p a r t  a s  
f o l l o w s :  

" ( a )  Each o f f e r  w i l l  be  e v a l u a t e d  to  t h e  
d e s t i n a t i o n  s p e c i f i e d  by a d d i n g  to  t h e  f .0 .b .  
o r i g i n  p r i c e  a l l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  costs  t o  s a i d  
d e s t i n a t i o n .  The  g u a r a n t e e d  maximum s h i p p i n g  
w e i g h t s  and d i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  s u p p l i e s  are 
r e q u i r e d  for  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
cos ts .  T h e  o f f e r o r  is r e q u e s t e d  t o  s ta te  
w e i g h t s  and d i m e n s i o n s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  o f f e r .  
I f  s e p a r a t e  c o n t a i n e r s  a re  t o  be banded a n d / o r  
s k i d d e d  i n t o  a s i n g l e  u n i t ,  d e t a i l s  mus t  be  
d e s c r i b e d .  I f  d e l i v e r e d  s u p p l i e s  e x c e e d  t h e  
g u a r a n t e e d  maximum s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t s  o r  dimen- 
s i o n s ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t  p r i c e  s h a l l  be r e d u c e d  by 
a n  amount e q u a l  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween t h e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  cos ts  computed f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  
p u r p o s e s  based o n  o f f e r o r ' s  g u a r a n t e e d  maximum 
s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t s  or d i m e n s i o n s  and t h e  t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n  costs  t h a t  s h o u l d  have been used f o r  
o f f e r  e v a l u a t i o n  p u r p o s e s  based  on  correct  
s h i p p i n g  da t a .  

" ( b )  I f  t h e  o f f e r o r  f a i l s  to s t a t e  g u a r a n t e e d  
maximum s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t s  and d i m e n s i o n s  f o r  t h e  
s u p p l i e s  a s  r e q u e s t e d ,  t h e  Government w i l l  u s e  
t h e  e s t i m a t e d  w e i g h t s  and d i m e n s i o n s ,  be low,  
f o r  e v a l u a t i o n ;  and t h e  C o n t r a c t o r  a g r e e s  t h i s  
w i l l  be t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a n y  r e d u c t i o n  i n  c o n t r a c t  
p r i c e s  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  c l a u s e .  The Govern- 
m e n t ' s  e s t i m a t e d  w e i g h t s  ( a n d  d i m e n s i o n s ,  i f  
a p p l i c a b l e )  are  a s  follows: . . ." 
The IFB p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  w e i g h t  and 

d i m e n s i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o n t a i n e r s  were r e s p e c t i v e l y  " 0 . 5  l b s "  
and "1 X 1 X 2"  ( i n c h e s )  per  c o n t a i n e r .  A l though  Gentex  
now s t a t e s  i n  i ts  p ro te s t  t h a t  t h e s e  d i m e n s i o n s  are 
u n r e a l i s t i c a l l y  smal l ,  i n  i t s  b i d ,  Gentex  d i d  n o t  s u b m i t  
g u a r a n t e e d  maximum s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t  and d i m e n s i o n s  f o r  t h e  

I 
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v a l v e s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  a s  p r o v i d e d  by p a r a g r a p h  ( b )  of 
sect ion F-73 of t h e  IFB, t h e  agency  e v a l u a t e d  G e n t e x ' s  b i d  
by u s i n g  t h e  w e i g h t  and d i m e n s i o n s  set f o r t h  i n  t h e  
s o l i c i t a t i o n  fo r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  costs .  
Gentex s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  of each v a l v e  are 2-1/2 
i n c h e s  by 1-1/2 i n c h e s  by 1-1 /2  i n c h e s  and t h a t ,  
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  packag ing  and  p a c k i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  se t  
f o r t h  i n  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n ,  i t  b e l i e v e s ,  based  on i t s  p r i o r  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  m i n i m u m  s i z e  package  r e q u i r e d  f o r  each 
v a l v e  is a 5-inch-by-5-inch vapor-proof  enve lope .  Gentex 
a d d s  t h a t  these d i m e n s i o n s  would b e  even  l a r g e r  when t h e  
v a l v e  u n i t s  are packed i n  s h i p p i n g  containers .  Gentex 
s t a t e s  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  c o n t a i n e r s  set 
f o r t h  i n  t h e  IFB were smaller t h a n  t h e  a c t u a l  s i z e  o f  an  
i n d i v i d u a l  v a l v e ,  i t  presumed t h a t  by  o m i t t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  
on g u a r a n t e e d  maximum s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t s  and d i m e n s i o n s ,  no  
a d d i t i o n a l  c h a r g e  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  would be added t o  i t s  
b i d .  T h i s  was i t s  " i n t e n t i o n , "  Gentex a r g u e s ,  i n  n o t  
i n s e r t i n g  i n  i t s  b i d  g u a r a n t e e d  maximum s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t s  
and  d i m e n s i o n s  d i f f e r i n g  from t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  estimate. 

we d o  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  Gentex t h a t  t h e  o m i s s i o n  i n  i ts 
b i d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on g u a r a n t e e d  w e i g h t  and d i m e n s i o n s  
s h o u l d  b e  c o n s t r u e d  a s  meaning t h a t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of t h e  
p r o c u r e d  items would b e  w i t h o u t  cost  t o  t h e  government .  A s  
set f o r t h  above ,  t h e  IFB c l e a r l y  p r o v i d e d  i n  s e c t i o n  F-73 
t h a t  i f  t h e  o f f e ro r  f a i l e d  t o  s t a t e  g u a r a n t e e d  m a x i m u m  
s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t s  and d i m e n s i o n s ,  t h e  government  would u s e  
t h e  s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t  and d i m e n s i o n s  set f o r t h  i n  t h e  
s o l i c i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of b i d  e v a l u a t i o n .  Given t h e  
e x p r e s s  no t ice  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  IFB as to  t h e  exact 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  a b i d d e r ' s  o m i s s i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
g u a r a n t e e d  w e i g h t  and d i m e n s i o n s ,  w e  see no merit i n  
G e n t e x ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  omission o f  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  
was i n t e n d e d  t o  mean t h a t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  would be w i t h o u t  
cost  t o  t h e  government .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  w e  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  
a g e n c y ' s  u s e  of t h e  m a x i m u m  s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t s  and d i m e n s i o n s  
c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  IFB t o  e v a l u a t e  G e n t e x ' s  b i d  was p r o p e r  i n  
view of Gentex's f a i l u r e  to p r o v i d e  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n .  - See 
P a t t y  P r e c i s i o n  P r o d u c t s  Company,, B-188469, J u l y  25, 1977; 
77-2 C.P.D, 1 44, 

W e  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  a g e n c y  a d v i s e s  t h a t  p r i o r  to  b i d  
o p e n i n g ,  Gentex  n e i t h e r  s o u g h t  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f ,  n o r  
o b j e c t e d  t o ,  t h e  IFB's p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  g u a r a n t e e d  
s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t  and d i m e n s i o n s .  o u r  o f f i c e  w i l l  n o t  now 
c o n s i d e r  any  o b j e c t i o n s  which  Gentex  h a s  to  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
g u a r a n t e e d  w e i g h t s  and  d i m e n s i o n s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  
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s o l i c i t a t i o n .  P r o t e s t s  w h i c h  a r e  based o n  a l l e g e d  
i m p r o p r i e t i e s  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a n  I F B  
m u s t  be f i l e d  w i t h  e i t h e r  o u r  O f f i c e  or t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  
o f f i c e  p r i o r  t o  b i d  open ing .  4 C.F.R. $3' 2 1 . 2 ( b ) ( l )  ( 1 9 8 4 ) ;  
C e r t i f i e d  Mechan ica l  C o n t r a c t o r s ,  I n c . ,  B-215411, J u n e  2 0 ,  
1984 ,  84-1 C.P.D.  11 654. 

L a s t l y ,  Gentex  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  S c o t t ' s  b i d  was 
i m p r o p e r l y  e v a l u a t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  l i s t e d  by Sco t t  
i n  i t s  b i d  r e l a t e  o n l y  to t h e  p a c k a g i n g  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  
v a l v e s  and do n o t  r e f l e c t  a c t u a l  s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t s  and 
d i m e n s i o n s .  I n  i t s  b i d ,  S c o t t  had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
maximum g u a r a n t e e d  s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t  and d i m e n s i o n s  f o r  e a c h  
c o n t a i n e r  would be 0.11 pounds  and 2 i n c h e s  by 2 i n c h e s  by 
3 i n c h e s .  

o u r  O f f i c e  h a s  emphas ized  t h a t  there  a re  two bas ic  
p u r p o s e s  of t h e  g u a r a n t e e d  maximum s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t  c l ause - -  
t o  e n a b l e  t h e  gove rnmen t  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  d e t e r m i n e  i ts  t o t a l  
cos t  u n d e r  a c o n t r a c t  and to  e s t a b l i s h  a b a s i s  upon which 
t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c o n t r a c t  p r i c e  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  t h e  maximum 
g u a r a n t e e d  we igh t  o r  d i m e n s i o n s  are exceeded .  
L ine  E n t e r p r i s e s ,  I n c . ,  B-210732, O c t .  1 2 ,  1983,  83-2 
C.P.D.  H 450. 

-- See S t a r  

W e  have  h e l d  t h a t  i t  is p r o p e r  f o r  b i d d e r s  t o  u s e  
g u a r a n t e e d  s h i p p i n g  d i m e n s i o n s  which are less  t h a n  t h e  
a c t u a l  d i m e n s i o n s  a s  a p e r m i s s i b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  to r e d u c i n g  
t h e  p r i c e  f o r  t h e  i t e m  i t s e l f  a s  a means o f  m e e t i n g  
c o m p e t i t i o n .  G e n e r a l  F i r e  E x t i n g u i s h e r  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  
B-186954, Nov. 1 5 ,  1976,  76-2 C.P.D. (1 413, and C a p i t a l  
I n d u s t r i e s ,  I n c . ,  B-190818, J u l y  7 ,  1978,  78-2 C.P.D. 
H 17.  W e  have  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  g u a r a n t e e d  maximum 
s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t s  and d i m e n s i o n s  c l a u s e ,  s u c h  a s  is set  
f o r t h  in s e c t i o n  F-73 of t h e  I F B ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  
r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  p r i c e  where t h e  b i d d e r ' s  
g u a r a n t e e d  m a x i m u m  s h i p p i n g  we igh t  and d i m e n s i o n s  are 
e x c e e d e d ,  operates t o  e q u a l i z e  any  a d v a n t a g e  t h a t  migh t  
come f rom a b i d d e r ' s  u n d e r s t a t i n g  t h e  g u a r a n t e e d  s h i p p i n g  
w e i g h t  o r  d i m e n s i o n s .  - See C a p i t a l  I n d u s t r i e s ,  I n c . ,  
B-190818, supra, 78-2 C.P.D. 1 17  a t  5. A c c o r d i n g l y ,  e v e n  
i f  Scott d i d  i n  f a c t  u n d e r s t a t e  i ts s h i p p i n g  w e i g h t  and 
d i m e n s i o n s  a s  Gen tex  a l leges ,  Sco t t ' s  b i d  would s t i l l  be  
fo r  e v a l u a t i o n  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  w e i g h t  and d i m e n s i o n s  
s p e c i f i e d  by Scott .  

I 
I 
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In view%f our conclusion, Gentex is not entitled t o  

recovery of its bid preparation costs .  Jarrett S. 
Blankenship Co., R-213473, June 25, 1984, 84-1 C.P.D. 
1 662. 

' General Counsel 

I '  




